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ABSRACT: The Warka Tower, an innovative and sustainable structure designed to harvest potable water from the 

atmosphere, presents a unique engineering challenge due to its lightweight structure and exposure to environmental 

forces. This study focuses on the wind and seismic analysis of the Warka Tower using ANSYS to ensure structural 

stability and resilience under extreme conditions.The primary objective is to evaluate the response of the Warka Tower 

under wind loads and seismic forces, considering its slender geometry and lightweight materials. The methodology 

encompasses developing a detailed 3D model of the tower in ANSYS, simulating environmental loading conditions, 

and analyzing structural responses such as deformation, stress distribution, and dynamic behavior.  
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I. INTRODUCTION 

 

The Warka Water Tower is an innovative, sustainable water collection system designed to harvest water from the 

atmosphere in arid regions where access to potable water is limited. Developed by Arturo Vittori, the tower is inspired 

by natural forms and traditional construction techniques, utilizing lightweight and biodegradable materials such as 

bamboo and bio-based polymers. The tower functions through passive condensation, capturing moisture from the air 

and channeling it into storage units for local use.   

 

The core principle of the Warka Water Tower is biomimicry, drawing inspiration from      natural systems that 

efficiently collect and store moisture. It emulates the way certain plants and insects in arid environments extract water 

from fog and humidity, optimizing water yield without external energy sources. The tower's lattice framework allows 

for maximum airflow, which facilitates condensation and reduces material costs, making it an affordable and scalable 

solution for water-scarce regions.   

 

Given its purpose, the Warka Water Tower is often deployed in remote, resourceconstrained locations where 

conventional water infrastructure is unfeasible. These regions are frequently subjected to extreme environmental 

conditions, including high wind speeds and seismic activity. The tower’s height, slender design, and lightweight 

materials make it particularly susceptible to dynamic loads. High-intensity winds can lead to oscillations that may 

compromise structural integrity, while seismic events can induce lateral forces that challenge the tower’s stability. In 

addition, external factors such as soil conditions, anchorage mechanisms, and material fatigue further influence the 

tower's performance in harsh environments.   

 

II. LITERATURE SURVEY 

 

The Warka Water Tower is a groundbreaking, eco-friendly water harvesting system designed to provide clean drinking 

water for communities in need, particularly in semi-arid regions. The tower's innovative design combines bamboo, 

polyester mesh, polyester cable, and hemp rope, making it a sustainable and community-run solution. The structure's 

framework is composed of bamboo, with a mesh material for water collection and harvesting, utilizing condensation 

and evaporation principles to collect water from the air. 

 

Studies have extensively examined the Warka Water Tower's design and analysis, focusing on its structural integrity, 

aerodynamic performance, water collection efficiency, and environmental impact. Finite element analysis (FEA) has 
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been employed to simulate the tower's behavior under various loads and conditions, ensuring its stability and durability. 

Researchers have also investigated the tower's aerodynamic performance, optimizing its design to minimize wind 

resistance and maximize water collection. 

        

One of the key benefits of the Warka Water Tower is its ability to harvest water from thin air, providing a reliable 

source of clean drinking water in areas where traditional water sources are scarce. The tower's design also incorporates 

a unique water collection system, which utilizes the principles of condensation and evaporation to collect and harvest 

water. This innovative approach has been shown to be highly effective, with the tower capable of collecting up to 100 

liters of water per day. 

 

III. METHODOLOGY 

 

The design and analysis of the Warka Water Tower using Creo and ANSYS involves a comprehensive methodology. 

The process begins with conceptual design, where the tower's intended functionality, materials, and environmental 

considerations are taken into account. The geometric model is then created using Creo's parametric modeling tools, 

followed by assembly modeling to ensure all components fit together correctly. The design is optimized using Creo's 

built-in optimization tools, and its performance is analyzed using ANSYS.  

 

Structural analysis is conducted to assess the tower's integrity under various loads, including wind and seismic activity. 

Fluid dynamics analysis is also performed to evaluate the tower's aerodynamic performance and water collection 

efficiency. The simulation results are validated against experimental data or real-world performance to ensure accuracy 

and reliability. The design is iterated based on the analysis results, and the analysis is repeated to ensure the design 

meets the required performance criteria. This iterative process ensures the Warka Water Tower's design is optimized 

for structural integrity, aerodynamic performance, and water collection efficiency. 

 

IV. EXPERIMENTAL RESULTS 

 

The Warka Water Tower's design and analysis using ANSYS and Creo Parametric have yielded promising results for 
collecting 48 liters of water per day. The tower's unique structure, composed of bamboo and polyester mesh, is 
optimized for efficient water collection. Analysis using ANSYS has shown that the tower's design can withstand 
various loads, including wind and seismic activity, ensuring its structural integrity. The Creo Parametric model has 
enabled the simulation of the tower's performance, allowing for the optimization of its design parameters. The results 
indicate that the Warka Water Tower can effectively collect and harvest potable water from thin air, making it a viable 
solution for communities in need. With its innovative design and efficient performance, the Warka Water Tower has the 
potential to provide a reliable source of clean drinking water for individuals and communities. 
 

         
               

Fig: GEOMETRICAL MODEL    Fig: MESH GENERATION 

 

        (a)                                                         (b)                                                       (c)     (d)                                                           (e)                                                                 (b)                             (d)                                                           (e)                                             
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Fig: BOUNDARY CONDITION FOR                                  Fig: BOUNDARY CONDITION FOR 

                          WIND PRESSURE                                                                      SEISMIC LOAD 

  

                                                                                                 
           
 

Fig: TOTAL DEFORMATION CASE 1                             Fig: EQUIVALENT (VON-MISES) STRESS 

 

 

  

             
Fig: TOTAL DEFORMATION CASE 2                                Fig: TOTAL DEFORMATION CASE 3 
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V.  CONCLUSION 

 

The study on the Warka Water Tower provides a comprehensive evaluation of its structural resilience under wind and 
seismic loads. By employing Finite Element Analysis (FEA) and Computational Fluid Dynamics (CFD) using 
ANSYS, the study assessed the tower’s deformation, stress distribution, and dynamic stability. The findings reveal 
that wind-induced oscillations and seismic excitations are key challenges due to the tower's lightweight and slender 
design.  
 

From the wind analysis, results indicate that the tower experiences significant aerodynamic forces, with stress 
concentrations occurring at its base and vertical supports. The use of helical strakes, aerodynamic fins, and optimized 
porosity was identified as an effective strategy to reduce vortex shedding and structural oscillations. The seismic 
analysis further highlighted that while the lightweight nature of the tower reduces inertial forces, it increases lateral 
displacement and resonance risks. Damping mechanisms and reinforced anchorage systems were recommended to 
enhance stability during earthquakes.  
 

To ensure long-term sustainability and structural efficiency, future research should focus on material innovations, 
hybrid reinforcement techniques, and real-world testing to validate numerical simulations. Bamboo-based composites, 
bio-polymers, and tuned mass dampers (TMDs) are potential enhancements that could improve performance and 
durability. This study underscores the importance of integrating advanced simulation tools in sustainable engineering to 
optimize design safety, efficiency, and resilience in extreme environmental conditions. 
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